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1.12.20     Isaiah 42:1-7  

 

Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I delight.  I am placing my Spirit on him. He 

will announce a just verdict for the nations.  2 He will not cry out.  He will not raise his voice. He will not 

make his voice heard in the street.   3 A bent reed he will not break,  and a dimly burning wick he will not 

snuff out.  He will faithfully bring forth a just verdict.  4 He will not burn out, and he will not be broken 

until he establishes justice on the earth.  The coastlands will wait for his law.  5 This is what the true God 

says, the Lord who creates the heavens and stretches them out,  who spreads out the earth and everything 

that it produces, who gives breath to the people on it and life to those who walk on it. 6  I am the Lord.  I 

have called you in righteousness.  I will hold on to your hand, and I will guard you.  I will appoint you to 

be a covenant for the people, to be a light for the nations, 7 to open the eyes of the blind, to bring the 

prisoners out from the dungeon, and to bring those who sit in darkness out of prison. 

 

A man walks into the Jordan River.  A splash of water over the head.  John didn’t think it should be done.  Jesus 

insisted.  It was necessary to fulfill ALL righteousness.  Those are some big words.  Jesus didn’t come just to be 

righteous.  He came to fulfill ALL of it.  Jesus was basically saying, “I’m going to be everyone’s 

righteousness.”  

 

In the book of Isaiah, 700 years before Jesus was born, we have a foreshadowing of the baptism of Jesus.  Isaiah 

prophecies what exactly would happen at Jesus’ baptism.  Why was this such an important thing?  What does 

this matter to Him - and to us?  Let’s find out -  

 

The Baptism that Makes the Difference 

 

Isaiah pictures a world of sinners who are born in darkness and locked up in dungeons.   It’s the most realistic 

view we can have from a divine perspective.  The same rings true today.  Look at more potential war with Iran.  

A Michigan man was recently lured into a house, hung upside down in a secret room and stabbed to death.  

Another report speaks of human trafficking in New York of hispanic girls taken from Mexico as young as 12 

years old, sold by their own parents.  They are living in a literal dungeon right in the houses of America.  I 

could go on and on and on.  Humanity realizes that things are going bad, and they’re looking for ways to stop 

the wars and the weather and the evil behavior.  But then we have to agree on what is evil and what is good too, 

and where do we start in a world where there is no barometer for such a thing.    

 

God continually prophesied that someone would come to rescue this world through the Jews.  Look at the 

Gospels when Jesus came, and you can see how people were eagerly expecting a Messiah even outside of 

Jerusalem in Samaria.   Think of the Wise Men who went to see Jesus.  It wasn’t just in Israel that were hoping 

for a Messiah to come.  Isaiah pictures people standing on the shores of a distant island, waiting for that special 

someone to come and rescue us.    

 

Jesus’ baptism was God’s flare to the world.  This is the One!  He’s here!  Jesus came to make the difference in 

the world, to be the difference.  This was no easy mission.  It was an impossible mission.  He had to save people 

born blind, living in darkness, imprisoned by sin, death and Satan.   
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He will announce a just verdict for the nations.  When people want “justice” nowadays they take to the 

internet and express outrage!  They call for a show to be cancelled or a business to be boycotted.  They jump on 

the bandwagon of rage for 10 minutes and then turn to the next thing.  We have the attention span of gerbils.  

What good does it do?  Not a whole lot.  The outrage usually just gets people angry and nobody does anything 

about it.   

 

Even when justice is seemingly served, it still doesn’t seem to satisfy anyone.  Larry Nassar goes to prison, but 

that doesn’t solve what he did to all of those girls.  With the recent killing of General Suleimani who was said to 

be an Iranian terrorist, Americans were afraid of an escalation.  You did this, now we will do that.  Each one 

seeking greater justice until thousands are dead.  In the end, who really wins until one or the other is 

obliterated?  And even then, there is usually great loss on both sides.     

 

Jesus was different.  He will faithfully bring forth a just verdict.  4 He will not burn out, and he will not be 

broken until he establishes justice on the earth.    Jesus was not on a five minute mission that involved 

nothing more than hitting a share button.  His friends didn’t want Him to go to the cross.  Hard as it would be, 

sin would be punished!  Slaves would be freed!  Death would be conquered!  Satanic forces would be locked up 

and imprisoned!  All of the consequences of sin and death would be remedied.   

 

But here’s an odd thing.  Look at HOW Isaiah says He would do it.   He will not cry out.  He will not raise his 

voice. He will not make his voice heard in the street.  A bent reed he will not break,  and a dimly burning 

wick he will not snuff out.  Our world tries to administer justice by shouting about it and trying to get everyone 

riled up to do something.  We like to pay attention to the loud and outspoken of our society - they naturally get 

our attention.  This anointed One will bring forth justice by being quiet and saying NOTHING.  God says to pay 

attention to the One who is soft and gentle in getting justice.   

 

Think of Jesus throughout His ministry.  He did loud things but He was quiet about it.  Right after he chased out 

the demon or healed this sick He was quick to say, “Don’t tell anyone!  Keep it quiet.”  He didn’t want people 

attracted to the wrong type of Messiah.  He wanted the people to come to Him for salvation from sin, not just 

salvation from sickness.   

 

Think of Jesus on trial.  Like a sheep before her shearers is silent.  Jesus didn’t say a word in His own defense.  

He let them slander.  He let them accuse.  He said nothing.  Why?  Because He knew that the only way true 

JUSTICE could be served would be if He was unjustly accused of a sin He didn’t commit.  The only way true 

justice would be carried out would be if He died on the cross and was condemned and blamed for every sin and 

every sinner that ever existed.  Justice through silence.  Justice through God being put death.   

 

God promised, I will hold on to your hand, and I will guard you.  It seems to be a lie, because right when 

Jesus was dying the Father abandoned Him on the cross.  He didn’t seem to guard Him, He damned Him.  But 

this was the only way that Jesus could save the world.  It’s the only way that justice could be administered FOR 

US through HIM.  Right after Jesus was abandoned, His relationship was restored.  He entrusted His spirit to 

the Father, and His soul and His sacrifice was accepted.  God grabbed Him by the hand and raised Him from the 

dead.   
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Then God said, “That’s it.  I’m done.”  He didn’t even make us suffer with His wrath one bit!  Yes, we still 

suffer and die in this world.  But that doesn’t compare to the fires of hell.  Jesus went through that for us.  This 

was the only way that we could be truly DIFFERENT in God’s eyes with a totally different status.  He was so 

gentle, so kind, even to those crucifying Him.  How DIFFERENT in the eyes of the soldiers, the crowd, and the 

thief.  This Man doesn’t want to hurt us.  He has come to save us - through quietness!    

 

Jesus’ Baptism put the world on notice.  The Messiah - which means “Anointed One,” is here.  He has come to 

be the difference: to be the way through which justice is served: to be identified with SINFUL humanity and die 

our death.   

 

The Father approved of this mission.  He was proud of it.  Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen 

one in whom I delight.   So also God the Father spoke from Jesus’ baptism - “This is my Son, whom I love!”  

When you go through trials, the first thing you wonder is, “What did I do to deserve this?”  We are quick to 

speak up loudly to defend ourselves and our honor.  Jesus didn’t need to come down from the cross to prove His 

innocence.  As He was hanging on the cross, He knew it wasn’t for something HE had done wrong.  It would 

have to be for a different reason, a heavenly divine reason, as the substitute for the sins of the world.  So He 

could be quiet.  

 

Now in your baptism, God can say the same about you.  “With YOU I am well pleased.”  Why with me?  I’m 

not a perfect child of God.  I haven’t done all that God asked me to do.  But Jesus did something about that on 

the cross.  God washed ME with Jesus here.  Jesus left behind His righteousness and holiness in this water of 

baptism, enabling me to be washed clean of my sin in this water.  Now I can look at myself as God’s adopted 

child, His holy child.  God is happy with me because of Jesus.  I don’t have to wonder if God is punishing me 

for my sins when I get sick or break a leg, because in my baptism God is pleased with ME too, because I’m 

God’s adopted and loved and washed child in Jesus.   

 

I am placing my Spirit on him.  Why did Jesus need this?   Living in our human flesh, He submitted Himself 

to the same things that He calls on us to submit to and the same needs that we have.  Since Jesus came to live in 

our place, Jesus willingly placed Himself in a position of weakness where the Spirit could strengthen and direct 

Jesus to go to places that no human being would naturally want to go or could possibly go and live to tell the 

story: into the desert to fight Satan: and onto the cross to fight God’s wrath and purposely lose. His baptism was 

not an empty or merely symbolic thing.  Jesus was anointed to be our superman, so to speak: to conquer the 

unconquerable and fly into hell: coming back having conquered death.   

 

Your baptism is no joke either.  You were given a real Spirit, with real power, and real direction.  He connected 

you with Jesus in your baptism, and He’s always pointing you to Jesus.  He’s working within your conscience 

and telling you, “Listen to the Word!  Receive the sacrament!  Remember your baptism!”  The Holy Spirit leads 

you to fight against Satan too in many battles throughout your life.   You will fall.   You will stumble.  You are 

NOT Jesus.  But when you fall, the Holy Spirit says to you, “Get back up!  Repent!  Hear the Gospel.  You are 

forgiven in the name of Jesus!  Live and fight another day!”  Instead of breaking you off and cutting you off, He 

shows you Jesus, the humble and gentle Savior.   

 

Jesus is the One the world was waiting for.  So Isaiah writes, The coastlands will wait for his law.   It seems 

strange - they are waiting for his law.  Who wants another law to live under?  When He comes, He will bring a 
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new law - a new Torah.  That is where freedom is found.  His law is different than the law of the Old Covenant, 

made specifically for the Jews, contingent on the behavior of the Jews, making threats of destruction if they 

failed.  This new law says, “The Messiah will do the conquering.  He will do the saving.  Be saved by faith in 

what HE does for you - on the cross - in His righteousness.”  His law says, “Be baptized for the forgiveness of 

your sins.”  It says, “Eat and drink for the forgiveness of your sins.”  You see, His law is really no law at all.  

It’s so different from the Torah of Moses, which told the Israelites how to eat and how to dress and how to 

make sacrifice after sacrifice.  This one just points to Jesus and says, “HE is your covenant.  He is your light.  

He’s not a rule or a regulation.  He is the flesh and blood Savior who came to save you.”   

 

It all publicly starts with baptism in the Jordan, the same place where the Israelites crossed into the Promised 

Land. Jesus went right back there, to take not just the Jews, but the world into the Promised Land.  When the 

Israelites entered the Promised Land with the Ark of the Covenant only the priests got their feet wet in the 

Jordan.  But when Jesus enters us into the Promised Land we all get wet.  He is the One who carries us across, 

and it makes all the difference in the world.     

 

He didn’t start His ministry with a fireworks show or a huge parade.  Just a little bit of water on a little river, 

with a powerful God speaking from heaven and a little dove landing on Jesus.  What difference does it make, 

could it make?  It seems so seemingly small, and that’s why we need God to give us an Epiphany - to open our 

eyes to the brilliance and the beauty of this simple thing.  Jesus was being baptized for strength, to lead Him to 

do the weakest and most powerful thing of dying on the cross, so that we could be washed of our sins IN HIM, 

so that He could be pleased WITH US!   

 

Heavenly Father, open our eyes to see the beauty of your Son’s baptism, who was baptized to die for our sins, 

and send your Holy Spirit to strengthen our hearts and keep seeing the light of salvation in Christ alone.  What a 

difference He makes.  Amen.   


